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The Australian Academy of Science is a
not-for-profit organisation of

individuals elected to Fellowship for
their outstanding contributions to
science and research.

Its Library and Archives were
established in 1962. They collect
original material related to the history
of scientific discovery and promote
related research.

The Archivesontain 277 individual
sub-collections, or fonds, donated by
Academy Fellows, other prominent
scientists and scientific organisations.




DISASTER & OPPORTUNITY

BACKGROUND

Existential

Collections held by organisations whose
main mission is not collecting are
uniquely vulnerable to changes in
priority.

Near closure in 2015

Closure might seem an extraordinary
step, but it is a known risk for specialty
libraries, archives and museums.

There was a push to split up and rehome
Academy collections with more publicly
focused institutions.

The role of history & memory in Science
Outcry followed, and after a period of
consultation d a decision was made to
retain and develop collections.
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Natural disaster _

Bushfired January 5, 2020 - Eiﬂ'ser?ream glotee,
Canberra was blanketed in smoke and had : 5 January 2020
the worst air quality in the world. Collections (AP Photo)

were protected by passive temperature
control and building mass.

Hailstormd January 20, 2020 —
Severe hail and winds up to 117 kms per

hour damaged the Academy roof, smashed : :
skylights and risked water and humidity e Waiby” : e o )7 o
damage to collections. ‘ N -,
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Parliament House,
/5 Canberra

« 20 January 2020
Canberra Times
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COVIEL9 March 2020 and beyond

First pandemic lockdown on March 12,

2020, but most Academy staff already
working from home due to waterlogged office
space.

Shine Dome repairs
e February 2020
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Successive near missed
demonstrated to the Academy the
vulnerability of its collections.

Digitisation planning was underway
even before the pandemic with the
aim to:

A Digitally reproduce original
material and preserve it in a way
that would survive further
disaster

A To enable open ended inquiry
without the need for researchers
to travel to the archives.

A How to start?



